mystery, as they are scarcely fit even for medical discussion. It is true that our neighbours are less delicate on such subjects than we are, and that the scientific journals that have narrated the occurrences have entered with a minuteness upon them that would scarcely be palatable to our own more sensitive tastes; and they have ransacked both ancient and modern records to furnish forth similar proofs of moral depravity.
Towards the close of the year 1848, a rumour was prevalent in Paris that awoke the most fearful alarm. It was whispered about that the cemeteries of the dead had been broken into; that bodies lately interred had been dragged from their gloomy receptacles and savagely mutilated. To a people so singularly devoted to respect the remains of their friends, who take frequent opportunities of visiting their graves, and who, more particularly amongst the humbler classes, are accustomed on certain days to hang upon the tombs memorials of tlieir affections, and to strew around, as was formerly customary in England, flowers and lierbs, this information was most harassing. Every care was paid to the due watching of the cemeteries, and, if possible, to ascertain what motives could lead to the perpetration of such acts. It was evident that it was not that love of science which formerly led medical men in search of anatomical knowledge, for the bodies that had been exhumed had been treated with violence. Limbs had been torn oft', the internal parts had been disemboAvelled, yet with one or two exceptions there had been no portion missing.
On the 16th of November in that year, Dr. Pujol was summoned by the commissioner of police, of the quarter of the Luxembourg, to attend at the cemetery of Mount Parnassus, and to draw up a medical report upon a case which demanded medico-legal investigation. He 
